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AROUND THE COMMUNION

S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R

A poet, author, priest and theologian is to be enthroned this
spring as the 104th Archbishop of Canterbury and the spiritual
leader of the world’s 70 million Anglicans. The Most Rev. Rowan
Williams, currently Archbishop of Wales, is the first Archbishop of
Canterbury selected outside of the Church of England since the
Reformation – and will be the first Welshman to assume the post
in more than 1,000 years. 

His predecessor, the Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. George L.
Carey, retired in October after 11 years in the position. 

Many church leaders around the world have applauded the nomi-
nation by Queen Elizabeth II. Some others have criticized the choice,

saying the Archbishop-elect is too liberal – or too conservative on cer-
tain issues, including homosexuality in the church.

The Archbishop-elect Williams was in New York City
Sept. 11, 2001, and reflected upon the experience in his
book, Writing in the Dust.

The Rt. Rev. Herbert Thompson Jr., bishop of the Diocese
of Southern Ohio, has extended an invitation to the
Archbishop-elect to visit the diocese. 

Read on to learn more about Archbishop-elect Williams.

AT A GLANCE

1. Rowan Williams is unable to drive and is driven everywhere by his chaplain.
2. He is hard of hearing in one of his ears. 
3. He was a keen actor at Oxford, starring as Thomas More in

A Man for All Seasons.
4. He learned Russian in six months and speaks seven languages, including 

Welsh.
5. He has a particular fondness for black berets. 
6. He insists on always traveling second-class. 
7. He is married to the daughter of the former Bishop of Bradford, the Rt. Rev. 

Geoffrey Paul, a highly respected evangelical leader. 
8. Although he taught at a number of theological colleges, he is the only bishop 

never to have gone through training for ordination. 
9. He had a permanent note excusing him from school sports. 
10. He is fond of classical music, particularly Renaissance Baroque and Bach.      

Source: The Church of England Newspaper

Jesus,
Give us courage to let ourselves
be judged by you,
and the courage to let ourselves
be loved by you;
and as you come to us, risen
from the dead,
help us to hear and respond
when you say,
'Don't be afraid.'
Amen.

Christ on Trial, 2000.

Advent Calendar
He will come like last leaf's fall.
One night when the November
wind
has flayed the trees to bone, and
earth
wakes choking on the mould,
the soft shroud's folding.
He will come like frost.
One morning when the shrinking
earth
opens on mist, to find itself
arrested in the net
of alien, sword-set beauty.
He will come like dark.
One evening when the bursting
red
December sun draws up the
sheet
and penny-masks its eye to yield
the star-snowed fields of sky.
He will come, will come,
will come like crying in the night,
like blood, like breaking,
as the earth writhes to toss him
free.
He will come like child.

After Silent Centuries, 1994.

Meet the new archbishop I N  H I S
W O R D S

N O W Y O U K N O W Y O U R A B C

Anglican World/
J Rosenthal

i Born in 1950 in Swansea, Wales.
Family includes wife, Jane Paul; 
children, Rhiannon and Pip.
iHolds bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from Christ’s College,
Cambridge.
iEarned doctorate in philosophy
from Wadham College, Oxford.
iOrdained as priest in 1978.

iAuthor of several books on the his-
tory of theology and spirituality.
iPublished book of poems in 1994.
iElected bishop of Monmouth,
1991.
iElected Archbishop of Wales, 1999.
iNominated by Queen Elizabeth II in
July, 2002, as the 104th Archbishop of
Canterbury

Until the invention of the
printing press around 1450,
the Bible, like all books, was
copied by hand. Whenever a
person copies a long text by
hand, mistakes are inevitable.
For example, the copyist of
Codex Vaticanus accidentally
left out the bracketed words
from John 17:15: “I do not
ask you [to take them out of
the world, but] to keep them
from the evil one.”  

Scholars think we are very
close to knowing the original
wording of the New Testament, closer
than with any other ancient literature,
with the possible exception of the
Quran. This is mainly because we have
manuscripts in Greek that were copied

relatively soon after the
books of the New
Testament were composed. 

Scholars today group
Greek manuscripts of the
New Testament into three text-
types: Byzantine, Alexandrian
and Western. Most scholars
consider the Byzantine Text
the least valuable of the text-
types. All Bibles before the
English Revised Version of
1885, including the King
James Version, were based on
Byzantine manuscripts.

That leaves the Western Text and the
Alexandrian. Both date to the early days
of Christianity, yet the two are very dif-
ferent in character. The Western Text
shows early copyists dealt with the text

in a free manner, modifying the text
with paraphrases and additions. The
Alexandrian Text, however, seems to be
a very carefully done, accurate text.

The big question is whether the
Alexandrian Text is virtually the origi-
nal text, or is a recension (revision) of
a confused textual “mess” (the Western
Text)? This question has stumped
scholars for more than 100 years.

This uncertain state of affairs is not
what Christians would like. Christians
naturally want their Bibles to be as
close to the actual words of Jesus and
Paul as possible. Sadly, the New
Testament text has not been preserved
intact, partly because early copyists did
not share our concern for accurate
copying. Apparently God didn’t think it
necessary for us to have perfectly accu-
rate Bibles, since God didn’t see to it
that the Bible was preserved without
textual corruption.

“All scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteous-
ness” (2 Tim. 3:16) without needing to
be inerrant and perfectly preserved.
Holy Scripture can and has functioned
as it should in the life of the Church and
in the lives of individual believers with-
out our having every jot and tittle of the
original text. God has always used our
imperfect copies and our imperfect
translations to touch lives. So we give
thanks to God for the Bible, whether we
have in our hands a translation of exact-
ly what was originally written or as
close an approximation of it as possible.  

The Rev. William G. Gartig, an Episcopal priest, holds
a doctorate in Bible from Hebrew Union College. He
will answer your questions about the Bible, Episcopal
life and other religious subjects. Send questions to
2146 Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH 45212-
3631 or at gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.
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How close are our English Bibles today to the original
wording of the New Testament?


